vi                                             PREFACE,
of notes of a part of the Glasgow course, drawn up for Sir W. Thomson by John .Ferguson, Esq., and printed for the use of his students.
"We have had considerable difficulty in compiling this treatise from the larger work—arising from the necessity for condensation to a degree almost incompatible with the design to omit nothing of importance: and we feel that it would have given us 'much less trouble and anxiety, and would probably have ensured.a better result, had we written the volume anew without keeping" the larger book constantly before us. The sole justification of the course we have pursued is that wherever, in the -present volume, the student may feel further information to be desirable, he will have, no difficulty in rinding it in the corresponding pages of the larger work,
" A great portion of the present volume has been in type since the autumn of 1863, and has been printed for the use of our classes each autumn since thafdate."
To this we would now only add that the' whole has been revised., and'that we have "endeavoured to simplify those portions which we have found by experience to present difficulties .to our students.
The present edition has been carefully revised by>Mr W.
BURNSIDE, of Pembroke College: and an Index% of which we
.*                 ••                            .'i
have recognized the necessity, has been drawn up for us'by*' Mr SCOTT LANG.
W. THOMSON.
P. G. TAIT. 1879.